

2012 OKLAHOMA DELEGATE SELECTION PLAN SUMMARY



A.	HOW TO BECOME A DELEGATE TO THE NATIONAL CONVENTION:
	
1. An individual does not have to be a delegate to the Oklahoma State Convention in order to run as a National Convention Delegate.

2. The State Convention will elect four types of Delegates: District Level Delegates, At-Large Delegates, At-Large Alternates, and PLEO’s (Party Leaders & Elected Officials).

3. Any person may run on one or more levels to become a National Convention Delegate.

4. You must complete a Declaration of Candidacy which includes a pledge of support provision that must be postmarked and/or received NO LATER THAN 5:00 p.m. on March 15, 2012.

5. There will be no secret ballots at any stage of the National Delegate selection process. 

6. Presidential Candidates have the right to approve those running for National Delegate.

7. Delegates and Alternates are responsible for paying for their trip to the National Convention.

8. The Delegate Selection Plan and additional forms may be obtained by calling the Oklahoma Democratic Party at 405.427.3366 and/or by downloading them from the Oklahoma Democratic Party’s website: www.okdemocrats.org or our Facebook page. 

B.	WHO VOTES FOR NATIONAL DELEGATES:

	The State Delegates that will be voting on Delegates to the National Convention are the State Party Convention Delegates as defined in our Constitution Article II, Section 5 that states:

1.	State Convention – There shall be a State Convention, which shall be composed of the following delegates:
1. The chair, vice-chair and secretary of each County Convention,
2. The State Delegates allocated to each County Convention, 
3. The chair, vice-chair and secretary of each Congressional District Convention,
4. The chair, vice-chair, secretary and treasurer of the State Convention,
5. The members of the Democratic National Convention Committee from Oklahoma,
6. The president of each recognized federation of State Democratic clubs, who shall be voting ex officio delegates,
7. One delegate elected by convention from each recognized federation of State Democratic clubs, 
8. The members of the State Affirmative Action Committee, and,
9. Those Democratic elected officials (or their personal representatives) who are designated to be delegates in Article III.

2.	To be ELIGIBLE to VOTE for District Level Delegates at the State Convention, you must complete a PLEDGE OF SUPPORT form and it must be postmarked and/or received NO LATER THAN 5:00 p.m. on February 17, 2012.

3.	This Pledge is not required to vote for PLEO, At-Large Delegates or At-Large Alternates.

4.	Only delegates who have met the deadline for the Pledge of Support form will be given ballots listing the names of approved candidates running for District Level Delegates in their respective Congressional Districts. Only those who have met this requirement will be permitted to vote at their respective district caucuses. 

5.	Only those individuals on the Oklahoma Democratic Party’s Certified List as having been elected as a Delegate to the State Convention or anyone who is a Delegate by virtue of their Party/public elected position(s) will receive a Credentials Badge and a list of approved candidates running for PLEO’s, At-Large Delegates and At-Large Alternates.


C.	HOW WE CHOOSE DELEGATES:

1. The Convention will convene and the State Convention Delegates will move into Congressional District Caucuses to elect District Level Delegates.

2. After the Congressional Caucuses have elected District Level Delegates, the entire convention will elect the PLEO, At-Large Delegates and At-Large Alternates. 

3. After the Convention there will be a meeting of National Delegates elected.


D.	RULES AND THE BREAKDOWN OF DELEGATES:

1. Delegates and Alternates must be equally divided between men and women.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]The goals set forth in the Delegate Selection Plan state that the Oklahoma Delegation has 10 African Americans, 2 Hispanics, 9 Native Americans, 2LGBT, 4 Youth and 1 Disabled person.

3. Oklahoma has 50 delegates and 4 Alternates.

4. Twenty-nine (29) Delegates are elected at the Congressional District Level during the State Convention. Each Congressional District is allocated:
District 1	-	3 Male		+ 	3 Female	=	6
District 2	-	3 Male		+	3 Female	=	6
District 3	-	3 Male		+	2 Female	=	5
District 4	-	3 Male		+	3 Female	=	6
District 5	-	3 Male		+	3 Female	=	6	
   Total = 29

5. Six (6) PLEO Delegates (Party Leaders/Elected Officials-must be a State or County Democratic Party Officer or an elected official at any level.) These are elected by the entire Convention after the Congressional District Caucuses.

6. Ten (10) At-Large Delegates (utilized to help reach our Affirmative Action goals and gender balance if necessary.) 

7. Four (4) At-Large Alternates

8. Five (5) Unpledged Delegates, who are the Oklahoma Democratic Party’s four DNC Members (National Committeeman, National Committeewoman, ODP Chair, and ODP Vice-Chair) plus the state’s one Congressional seat. These 5 delegates are automatic by virtue of their elected positions. 	

E.	IMPORTANT DATES:

· Oklahoma’s Presidential Primary is March 6, 2012.

· To be ELIGIBLE to VOTE for District Level Delegates at the State Convention, you must complete a PLEDGE OF SUPPORT form and it must be postmarked and/or received NO LATER THAN 5:00 p.m. on February 17, 2012.

· To be ELIGIBLE to RUN as a National Delegate, You must complete a Declaration of Candidacy form which includes a pledge of support provision that must be postmarked and/or received NO LATER THAN 5:00 p.m. on March 12, 2012.

· The Oklahoma Democratic Party will ELECT DELEGATES to the National Convention at the State Convention on April 14, 2012 in Oklahoma City.

· The 46th National Democratic Convention will be September 3rd thru 6th, 2012 in Charlotte, North Carolina.







The Delegate Selection Plan and additional forms may be obtained by calling the Oklahoma Democratic Party at 405.427.3366 and/or by downloading them from the Oklahoma Democratic Party’s website: www.okdemocrats.org or our Facebook page.
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